
FLORIDA BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDED REGULATION  

DATE:  September 18, 2024 

REGULATION NUMBER AND TITLE: 10.015, Institutes and Centers 

SUMMARY:   Board of Governors Regulation 10.015, Institutes and Centers, defines 
different types of institutes and centers.  It also outlines the requirements for 
establishing, disbanding, reviewing, and evaluating the effectiveness of institutes and 
centers.  

Board staff proposes an amendment to better organize and streamline Regulation 
10.015.  The proposed amendment clarifies the definitions for State of Florida institutes 
and centers and adds a new category for institutes and centers created by the Florida 
Legislature.  It outlines requirements for maintaining the inventory of active university 
institutes and centers, streamlines university reporting requirements, and makes other 
technical changes. 

The proposed amendment changes how the active list of centers and institutions is 
maintained.  Universities will be required to maintain a list of active institutes and 
centers on their public websites.  The Board of Governors' website will provide a link to 
each university's list.  
 
Currently, the regulation requires universities to evaluate each institute and center every 
seven years, at minimum, and submit a summary of each evaluation to the Board office 
within 30 days of completion.  Board staff proposes eliminating the seven-year 
evaluation requirement from the regulation and delegating the evaluation responsibility 
to each university's board of trustees.  While the proposed amendment reduces the 
university's annual reporting requirements to the Board office



COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED REGULATION SHOULD BE 
SUBMITTED WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE TO THE CONTACT 
PERSON IDENTIFIED BELOW.  The comments must identify the regulation on which 
you are commenting: 

General Counsel, Board of Governors, State University System, 325 W. Gaines St., 
Suite 1614, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850) 245-0466 (phone), 
(850) 245-9685 (fax), or generalcounsel@flbog.edu. 
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10.015  Institutes and Centers 

(1) In order to ensure that institutes and centers implemented within the state 
university system are of the highest quality, enhance existing university activities, and 
are aligned with the goals of the Board of Governors, the following criteria and 
guidelines for institutes and centers are established. 

(2) Definitions – Within the context of these regulations, institutes and centers 
are defined as follows: 

(a) State of Florida Institute or Center: An organization with a statewide 
mission that may  include two or more State universities established to 
coordinate interinstitutional research, service, and teaching across the State 
University System.  State of Florida institutes and centers must be approved 
by the Board of Governors.  State of Florida institutes and centers’ operational 
budgets reside within the bases of their host institutions; additional budget 
requests must be reviewed by the CAVP, and only those with a positive 
recommendation are carried forward to the Board of Governors for 
consideration. 

(b) University Institute or Center: An entity that is generally established by a 
single university to coordinate institutional research, service, and/or 
educational/training activities that enhance existing instruction, research, and 
service at the universities.  This includes Centers of Excellence that were 
established by the Florida Legislature.  The budget of a university institute or 
center and any requests for additional funding are wholly within the purview of 
the host university. 

(c) Exclusions: There are entities that use the term “Institute” or “Center” in their 
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within 30 days of such action.  The notices of establishment shall include 
the institute and center name, the type of center, and a brief description of 





5  

(1) Institutes and centers are defined as follows: 

(a) State of Florida institute or center:  An entity with a statewide mission that may 
include multiple state universities established to coordinate inter-institutional 
research, service, and teaching across the State University System.  State of 
Florida institutes and centers must be approved by the Board of Governors.  The 
operational budgets of State of Florida institutes and centers are included in the 
budget of the host university. 

(b) Institutes and centers established by the Florida Legislature: An entity 
established by the Florida Legislature, typically receiving a direct appropriation of 
funds to conduct research on a specific topic or to fulfill a 
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(6) Disbandment of Institutes and Centers: 

(a) University institutes and centers shall be disbanded at the request of the 
university.  University institutes and centers involving multiple universities shall 
be disbanded at the request of the host university and with the agreement of a 
majority of the participating universities. 

(b) State of Florida institutes and centers shall be disbanded at the 
recommendation of the Council of Academic Vice Presidents and upon the 
approval of the Board of Governors. 

(c) When an institute or center is disbanded, the host university shall notify the 
Board office within 30 days. 

(d) If a disbanded institute or center has been funded by the Florida Legislature, the 
university must provide documentation to ensure that legislative intent has been 
achieved and that the institute or center is no longer required. 

(7) Each university shall annually report to the Board of Governors’ office at the end of 
each academic year the following information for all institutes and centers defined in 
(1)(a) – (1)(c). 

(a) A comprehensive list of all active institutes and centers. 

1. The list must include the name, the amount of funding, the source of funds 
supporting the center or institute, and a brief description of the mission 
and purpose. 

(b) A certification signed by the university president or designee that all the centers 
or institutes on the list are following all applicable state laws and Board of 
Governors regulations. 

(c) The web address for the listing of its active institutes and centers. 

(d) A summary of any evaluation or audit findings on any center or institute during 
the academic year.  If any deficiencies were identified, include plans to address 
the deficiencies. 

(e) The Chancellor may request information or an in-depth review of any institute or 
center at any time to ensure compliance with applicable state laws and Board of 
Governors regulations. 

Authority:  Section 7(d), Art. IX, Fla. Const., History—New 12-6-07, Amended 03-30-
2022, XX-XX-2024. 


